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Chapter 1.
General Information

INTRODUCTION
The Bureau of the Census conducts a census of agri-

culture every 5 years. This program is the only source of
statistics on American agriculture showing comparable
figures county by county and classifying farms by size,
tenure, type of organization, principal occupation and age
of operator, market value of agricultural products sold,
combined government payments and market value of
agricultural products sold, and Standard Industrial Classi-
fication (SIC) code.

Agriculture census data are routinely used by the Admin-
istration; Congress; Federal, State, and local government
organizations; the business community; scientific and edu-
cational institutions; and farmer organizations.

• Federal Government agencies use data on production,
sales, and size and type of farm from the census in
calculating such economic measures as the gross domes-
tic product (GDP), farm income estimates, and indexes
of productivity and price levels.

• The U.S. Department of Agriculture employs agriculture
census statistics to develop benchmarks and compari-
sons for many of its periodic estimates and projections.

• Administrative and legislatives bodies at all levels of
government use the census data in planning farm and
rural programs and analyzing the results of such pro-
grams.

• The private sector—businesses, farm cooperatives, com-
modity and trade associations—relies on agriculture
census data in developing plans for locating new plants,
service outlets, and sales and distribution facilities, as
well as for allocating research resources, forecasting
markets, selecting marketing areas, and for other activi-
ties that provide better services to the farm community.

• Farm and agriculture-oriented magazines and news media
use census results as technical background for stories
and feature articles, to determine their share of the
market, and to identify the types of farms they reach.

The 1992 Census of Agriculture program consisted of
three major activities:

The 1992 Census of Agriculture in the 50 States

The 1992 Census of Agriculture for Puerto Rico, Guam,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands

The 1994 Farm and Ranch Irrigation Survey

LEGAL AUTHORITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY
The Bureau of the Census, an agency of the U.S.

Department of Commerce, carries out the agriculture cen-
sus. Title 13, United States Code—Census, governs the
Bureau’s operations and establishes the censuses that
must be conducted, the intervals between them, and
certain administrative procedures, and also describes the
duties of specified officials. Chapter 5 (Censuses) of Title
13 requires a census of agriculture in 1988 and every fifth
year thereafter (each census to collect data on agriculture
production, sales, and so on for the previous year), and
establishes the geographic scope of the census and any
associated surveys. Other chapters of the title impose joint
responsibilities on the Census Bureau and respondents
regarding data collection, and specify penalties for non-
compliance. The law requires respondents to supply the
information requested, and the Bureau to maintain the
confidentiality of the data it receives. No data collected in
the census or its associated surveys may be published that
can be used to identify an individual person or a specific
agricultural operation, nor may the data from any respond-
ent be used for any but statistical purposes. Only sworn
officials or employees of the Department of Commerce
may have access to the individual census records.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The first attempt to collect information on agricultural

activity in the United States was in the Third Decennial
Census, in 1810, which included an item asking whether
the respondent was engaged in agriculture (or several
other specified types of economic activity). However, the
first agricultural enumeration was carried out in 1840, as
part of the Sixth Decennial Census of the inhabitants of the
United States. Thereafter, the agriculture census remained
part of the decennial census operation through 1950, while
separate censuses of agriculture also were conducted in
1925, 1935, and 1945 (the last as a sample survey). From
1954 through 1974, agricultural data were collected on a
5-year cycle, for years ending in ‘‘4’’ and ‘‘9,’’ but in 1976,
Congress directed the Bureau to adjust the data reference
year to coincide with the economic censuses. Once this
was done, the agriculture census covered years ending in
‘‘2’’ and ‘‘7.’’ The 1992 enumeration is the 24th U.S.
census of agriculture.

Until the introduction by the Census Bureau of mailout/
mailback enumeration in the 1969 census, agricultural
enumerations involved personal-visit interviewing by a field

1GUIDE TO THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE AND RELATED STATISTICS
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staff numbering several thousand persons. Since 1969,
the census has been carried out primarily by mail in the
50 States, although the personal-interview field enumera-
tion continues to be used in the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam,
and in part of Puerto Rico. (The Bureau also uses field
enumeration in the censuses of agriculture in American
Samoa and the Northern Mariana Islands, which are
carried out every 10 years as part of the decennial census,
with the data processed and published in the correspond-
ing agriculture census report series (e.g., the 1990 agricul-
ture data for these areas were published as part of the
1987 Census of Agriculture Volume 1, Geographic Area
Series reports).)

THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE FOR THE
50 STATES

Scope and Content

The 1992 Census of Agriculture collected and published
statistical data for all agricultural operations meeting the
Census farm definition in the 50 States. The Bureau
requested certain basic data from all agricultural opera-
tions, while selected information was asked of a sample of
approximately 25 percent of farms. All agricultural opera-
tors were asked for information on:

Acreage

Crops, including fruits and nuts, vegetables, and nursery
and greenhouse products

Gross value of sales

Land use

Irrigation

Land in government programs

Livestock and poultry

Animal specialties

Amount received from Government Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) loans

Payments received for participation in Federal farm
programs

Direct sales of commodities to consumers

Type of organization, including corporate structure

Number of hired workers Injuries and deaths

Characteristics and occupation of operator, including
year operator began operating farm

The Bureau asked an approximate 25-percent sample
of operators (i.e., all those with expected annual sales of
agricultural products above a specified value together with

a random sample of all other farms) for additional data.
The sample was small enough to hold respondent burden
within reasonable levels, while providing reliable county-
level estimates for:

Use of fertilizers and chemicals

Total production expenses, including interest expense
for secured and unsecured loans

Machinery and equipment (inventory and value)

Market value of land and buildings

Income from farm-related sources

Reference Dates

The 1992 census requested inventory data as of Decem-
ber 31, 1992, and other statistics (except for a few crops,
such as citrus, for which data were collected for the
production year) for the calendar year 1992.

Farm Definition

For census purposes, the Bureau defined a farm as any
place from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products
were produced and sold, or normally would have been
sold, during the census year.

General Procedures

The 1992 census, like its predecessors from 1969, was
a mail enumeration. In December 1992 the Census Bureau
mailed report forms to the names and addresses assembled
in an agriculture census mail list, with a cover letter asking
recipients to complete the report form(s) and mail them
back to the Bureau. Mail and telephone followup to non-
respondents continued over a period of 6 months after the
initial mailing.

The staff reviewed report forms as respondents returned
them, and transferred the data to computer tape for
editing. As the Bureau ‘‘closed out’’ collection in each
State or area (i.e., once an acceptable overall response
level had been achieved), it tabulated the data with esti-
mates for operations that did not respond, and prepared
the data publication for that State or area.

Geographic Area Detail

The 1992 Census of Agriculture provided data for the
United States, each of the 50 States, and for over 3,000
counties or their equivalents. In addition, selected data
were tabulated and published at the five-digit ZIP Code
level. The United States is the 50 States and the District of
Columbia (the 1992 agriculture census did not publish a
separate report for the latter), while ‘‘county equivalents’’
include the parishes in Louisiana and the ‘‘census areas’’
in Alaska. State totals are aggregates of the county or
county-equivalent totals, while the national ones are aggre-
gates of the State counts.

2 GUIDE TO THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE AND RELATED STATISTICS
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THE 1994 FARM AND RANCH IRRIGATION
SURVEY

This survey was the only follow-on operation provided
for in the 1992 agriculture census program. It supple-
mented the basic irrigation data collected from all farm
operators in the 1992 census. The survey used a sample of
operations from the 1992 census that reported using
irrigation during the reference year to obtain detailed data
about irrigation practices without increasing the response
burden on all farmers. The survey requested information
on:

Irrigated acreage

Crops—acres, yield, and quantity of water applied

Methods of on-farm water distribution

Source of water

Number of wells

Energy use

Irrigation maintenance costs

Irrigation practices

Data from the survey will be published in mid-1996 for
the 48 conterminous States; for the 27 States that account
for 98 percent of all irrigation, including the 17 Western
States; and for the 18 water resources regions (WRR’s).

THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE FOR
PUERTO RICO AND THE OUTLYING AREAS

General Information

Legal authority. Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin
Islands were included in the 1992 census program under
authority granted by Title 13, United States Code–Census,
Section 191, and, for Puerto Rico, also by appropriate acts
of the Commonwealth’s legislature.

Farm definition. The farm definitions for the 1992 agri-
culture census in Puerto Rico and the outlying areas were
based on value of sales during the reference period. In
Puerto Rico, a place qualified as a farm if it had, or normally
would have had, $500 or more in sales of agricultural
products in the 12 months between July 1, 1992 and
June 30, 1993. For Guam and the U.S. Virgin Islands, the
census defined a farm as any place that had, or normally
would have had, $100 in sales of agricultural products
during the census year.

Reference periods. Production and sales data for Puerto
Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands were requested for
the 12 months preceding the enumeration, with inventory
data as of the date of enumeration.

Geographic detail. The agriculture census publication
program includes separate reports for Puerto Rico and
each of the outlying areas. In addition to the ‘‘area’’ data,
each report has tabulations at specified geographic detail.
For Puerto Rico, data are published for the Commonwealth
and for each municipio, while the U.S. Virgin Islands report
includes tabulations for the island of St. Croix, and for
St. Thomas and St. John (combined). The Guam report
shows data for the island and for election districts.

General Procedures

The agriculture census in Puerto Rico was conducted by
mail for the first time in 1992. The Bureau mailed question-
naires to farms with sales of $2,500 or more reported in the
1987 census (about half of all farms in the Common-
wealth), and requested respondents to complete the forms
and mail them back to the Data Preparation Division’s
(DPD’s) processing office in Jeffersonville, IN. A field
interview staff enumerated an area sample of the remain-
ing farms. The Bureau employed field enumeration for all
data collection on Guam and in the Virgin Islands. Enu-
merators were given lists of known farm operations to
canvass, and were instructed to identify any farms not on
these lists and canvass them as well and update the lists.

The general processing for all three areas was done in
Jeffersonville following procedures similar to those used in
the agriculture census for the 50 States. The agriculture
census in the Virgin Islands began in May 1993, while data
collection in Puerto Rico and on Guam started in July. The
Bureau carried out the agriculture and economic censuses
for Guam and the Virgin Islands concurrently, while the
agriculture census in Puerto Rico began shortly after the
completion of the economic census for the Common-
wealth.

THE STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION
(SIC) CODE SYSTEM

The Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) system clas-
sifies economic activities down to the establishment 1 level,
including those involved in agricultural production. The
agriculture census publications include tabulations based
on the SIC code for the agricultural operations enumer-
ated. The coding system itself assigns numeric codes to
specific economic activities, with the focus of each suc-
cessive code becoming more precise with each additional
digit, from a two-digit major group to the most detailed
level, the seven-digit product category. The agriculture
census enumerates operations classified in SIC major
groups 01 (agricultural production—crops) and 02 (agricul-
tural production—livestock and animal specialties). Adding
a digit to the two-digit major group code gives the SIC

1An establishment is an economic unit that produces goods or
services—e.g., a farm, factory, or store. In most cases, an establishment
is at a single physical location and is engaged in one, or predominantly
one, type of economic activity. An establishment is not necessarily
identical with a company or enterprise.

3GUIDE TO THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE AND RELATED STATISTICS
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Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Major Group and Industry Codes Used In
Agriculture Census Products

Major Group 01.–Agricultural Production–Crops

011 Cash Grains
0111 Wheat
0112 Rice
0115 Corn
0116 Soybeans
0119 Cash Grains, Not Elsewhere Classified

013 Field Crops, Except Cash Grains
0131 Cotton
0132 Tobacco
0133 Sugarcane and Sugar Beets
0134 Irish Potatoes
0139 Field Crops, Except Cash Grains,

Not Elsewhere Classified

016 Vegetables and Melons
0161 Vegetables and Melons

017 Fruits and Tree Nuts
0171 Berry Crops
0172 Grapes
0173 Tree Nuts
0174 Citrus Fruits
0175 Deciduous Tree Fruits
0179 Fruits and Tree Nuts,

Not Elsewhere Classified

018 Horticultural Specialties
0181 Ornamental Floriculture and Nursery

Products
0182 Food Crops Grown Under Cover

019 General Farms, Primarily Crop
0191 General Farms, Primarily Crop

Major Group 02.–Agricultural Production–Livestock
and Animal Specialties

021 Livestock, Except Dairy and Poultry
0211 Beef Cattle Feedlots
0212 Beef Cattle, Except Feedlots
0213 Hogs
0214 Sheep and Goats
0219 General Livestock, Except Dairy and Poultry

024 Dairy Farms
0241 Dairy Farms

025 Poultry and Eggs
0251 Broiler, Fryer, and Roaster Chickens
0252 Chicken Eggs
0253 Turkeys and Turkey Eggs
0254 Poultry Hatcheries
0259 Poultry and Eggs, Not Elsewhere Classified

027 Animal Specialties
0271 Fur-Bearing Animals and Rabbits
0272 Horses and Other Equines
0273 Animal Aquaculture
0279 Animal Specialties, Not Elsewhere Classified

029 General Farms, Primarily Livestock and
Animal Specialties
0291 General Farms,Primarily Livestock and

Animal Specialties

group code. Group 021, for example, covers livestock,
except dairy and poultry. Adding a fourth digit creates the
industry code, which identifies the particular kind of live-
stock operation—0211, for example, is beef cattle feedlots—
that represents the farm’s primary activity.

A farm is ‘‘primarily’’ engaged in a specific crop produc-
tion or agricultural activity if that crop or activity accounts
for 50 percent or more of the total value of sales of the
farm’s agricultural production. If the total value of sales is
less than 50 percent from a single four-digit industry, but
50 percent or more of its sales are derived from two or
more industries in the same SIC group (e.g., beef cattle,
except feedlots (0212) and general livestock, except dairy
and poultry (0219)), the farm is classified as a miscella-
neous establishment within the SIC group (021). Otherwise

it would be classified under ‘‘general farms, primarily
livestock and animal specialties,’’ with an SIC industry
code of 0291. The four-digit SIC industry-level code is
generally the most detailed level found in the agriculture
censuses, since it allows classification of the individual
establishment, i.e., the farm or ranch.

The economic censuses—except for portions of the
census of transportation—are also collected and summa-
rized based on the SIC system. Some industries, including
a number of manufacturing industries closely related to
agriculture, require even more detailed codes to differen-
tiate between specific products. This led the Census
Bureau to develop some 1,400 five-digit product class SIC
codes, and about 11,000 product codes, to enable it to
apply SIC codes to specific products. The following illus-
trates how the system works:

4 GUIDE TO THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE AND RELATED STATISTICS
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SIC level SIC code Description

Major group 28 Chemicals and
allied products

Group 287 Agricultural chemi-
cals

Industry 2873 Nitrogenous fertil-
izers

Product class 28731 Synthetic ammo-
nia, nitric acid,
and ammonium
compounds

Product 28731 11 Nitric acid (100%
HNO3)

HOW THE DATA ARE PUBLISHED

The Census Bureau publishes data in a variety of media:
printed reports, computer tapes, diskettes, and compact
disc-read only memory (CD-ROM). Data also are available
through an online information service. The Volume 1, and
selected Volume 2, printed reports can be purchased from
the U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO), while the
Bureau is the only source for census data on electronic
media. The Bureau also will furnish special tabulations on
a reimbursable basis. For more information on obtaining
Census Bureau products, as well as on reference sources,
special tabulations, etc., see Chapter 4, ‘‘Obtaining the
Data.’’

Legend

Printed report
Computer tape
Flexible diskette
CD-ROM
Online
Microfiche

FFax Fast Fax

* Available from:
Superintendent of Documents
New Orders
P.O. Box 371954
Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954
202-783-3238
FAX 202-512-2250

+ Available from:
Customer Services
Data User Services Division
Bureau of the Census
Washington, DC 20233-8300
301-763-4100
FAX 301-763-4794/5550

Printed reports. The 1992 agriculture census pub-
lication program includes final general statistical reports
for the United States, each State, Puerto Rico, Guam,

and the U.S. Virgin Islands; a separate statistical
report for the 1994 Farm and Ranch Irrigation Survey;
and subject matter reports—the Coverage Evaluation
Survey, Ranking States and Counties, Agriculture
Atlas of the United States, and History.

Public-use computer tapes. The Census Bureau’s
computer tapes are available in 9-track, 1,600-bpi (bits
per inch) or 6,250-bpi recording density, and in either
the Extended Binary Coded Decimal Interchange Code
(EBCDIC) or the American Scientific Code for Informa-
tion Interchange (ASCII) recording languages. The unit
of issue for the public-use tapes is the ‘‘file,’’ with each
file corresponding to a particular geographic or subject
matter area.

Diskettes. Diskettes contain data products (1.2 or
1.44 megabytes) in files generated for an IBM- com-
patible microcomputer. The 1994 Farm and Ranch
Irrigation Survey data will be released on diskettes.

Compact disc-read only memory (CD-ROM). The
rigid CD is able to hold about 600 million characters
(megabytes), or the equivalent of about 1,500 dis-
kettes or 4 high-density computer tapes. The agricul-
ture census data will be available on CD-ROM; the
State aggregates data and the county data for 1992,
1987, and 1982, will be released as a series of two
discs, while the third disc will include the 1994 Farm
and Ranch Irrigation file, the ZIP Code tabulations,
and (in current plans) data for metropolitan areas and
congressional districts.

Online access. CENDATATM, the Census Bureau’s
online information service, is available through two
information vendors—CompuServe and DIALOG. The
system will have highlights of the Volume 1, Geo-
graphic Area Series, Volume 2, Subject Series, and
the Volume 3, Farm and Ranch Irrigation Survey
(1994) reports. In addition, agriculture census high-
lights will be available online from a third vendor—
AgriData Network.

Microfiche. These are 4-in. x 6-in. sheets of photo-
graphic film containing up to 98 frames (or pages) of
tables, text, or other printed material, reduced to
1/24th their original size. Many libraries have the
equipment needed to read microfiche and produce
paper prints of individual pages, and this equipment
also is available commercially. The agriculture census
reports are not published in microfiche editions, but
most final reports from the Bureau’s other censuses
and surveys are reproduced on microfiche as well on
other media.

FFax FastFax. FastFax service from the Census Bureau
is available for the cost of the call by anyone with a
touchtone telephone. Customers dial 1-900-555-
2FAX and follow recorded instructions. The system

5GUIDE TO THE 1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE AND RELATED STATISTICS
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employs a voice-prompted menu from which users
select available documents and have them trans-
mitted to a designated FAX machine. Costs per
minute are charged (only while ordering) to the
customer’s telephone, and the documents are sent

free to the designated FAX number. The materials
available on FastFax are limited, but include press
releases, selected Current Industrial Reports (CIR’s),
some advance reports from monthly and quarterly
reports series, and other summary reports.
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Chapter 2.
The 1992 Census of Agriculture

GENERAL INFORMATION

The 1992 publication program consists of the following
report series:

• Volume 1, Geographic Area Series, presents final cen-
sus data tabulations in separate bound reports for the
United States, each State, Puerto Rico, Guam, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands.

• Volume 2, Subject Series, consists of five parts:
1, Agricultural Atlas of the United States ; 2, Coverage
Evaluation; 3, Ranking of States and Counties; 4, His-
tory; and 5, ZIP Code Tabulations of Selected Items
(Part 5 available on only).

• Volume 3 covers the 1994 Farm and Ranch Irrigation
Survey

HISTORICAL DATA

The agriculture census reports all include statistics from
one, and sometimes two, preceding censuses. The volume
1 summary tables show historical data from several earlier
censuses.

The comparability of contemporary and historical data
may not be exact; the farm definition and enumeration
methods employed in the censuses have changed over
the years. The Census Bureau generally includes qualifi-
cations or descriptions of any potential comparability or
data-quality problems in the census reports, and data
users should note any restrictions or explanations about
data comparability specified in the text or in table foot-
notes.

PUBLIC-USE MICRODATA FILE (PUF)

The Census Bureau has compiled and released files
from the public-use microdata sample (PUMS) drawn from
the decennial population census since 1970. These files,
consisting of samples of individual census data records
with all identifying information deleted to protect confiden-
tiality, provided data users with a sample of the ‘‘raw’’
statistical information from the census that could be ret-
abulated or manipulated in any way the user wished.
Agriculture census data users urged the agency to pro-
duce an equivalent file from the agriculture census, since
the agriculture enumeration collected not only economic

information, but substantial demographic data on farm
operators and farm labor as well. Individual agriculture
census records, however, proved very difficult to use in
any sort of public-use file; the very large number of
individually identifiable variables meant that merely remov-
ing name and address information would not be sufficient
if a sample of any size was to be used. Consequently, the
Bureau’s Agriculture Division developed two public-use
microdata files (call PUF’s to distinguish them from the
better known demographic PUMS)—a State-level file using
a 5-percent sample of all farms from the 1987 agriculture
census, and a U.S. file using a 10-percent sample—that
did not consist of the ‘‘raw’’ data for individual operations,
but selected items by frequency. Thus, for example, an
individual farm record in the PUF files did not show a
specific acreage for land in farms, but the one of
eight acreage categories (1-9, 10-24, 25-49, 50-99,
and so on, to a maximum of 1,000 and over) applicable
to that farm. The 1987 Census of Agriculture State
PUF contained individual files for the United States,
a combined file for New England (Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and
Vermont), and for each State (except Alaska), and dis-
played 19 data variables, including land use, value of
sales, Government payments, business stucture, SIC
code, and operator characteristics. The U.S. PUF showed
national statistics for 108 demographic and economic
variables, including all those in the State file, as well
as such things as crop acreage, livestock and poultry
inventories, and Government payments.

The Agriculture Division continued designing a PUF for
the 1992 census, but as this Guide went to print, no
production decision had been made.

PUBLISHED REPORTS

Volume 1, Geographic Area Series , series AC92-A-1
to-54. This volume presents statistics drawn from the 1992
agriculture census data file (the printed reports contain
nearly 24,000 pages of tabulations), and includes a United
States summary, and a separate report for each of the 50
States * +; Puerto Rico ( * + and highlights );
Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands ( * and highlights ).
Each State/area report consists of an introductory text and
two chapters of detailed statistical tables, one for the
State/area, and the second for counties or their equiva-
lents. (The United States (AC92-A-1), chapter 1, shows
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national-level data, while its chapter 2 has summary State
statistics.) Appendixes cover general explanations (includ-
ing a brief description of the census operation itself, and a
glossary of terms used), statistical methodology (i.e., sam-
pling and estimation, including coverage estimates), and
facsimiles of the report form and information sheet used
for the agriculture census region covering the subject
State.

The introduction to the State chapter of each report
includes historical highlights of the State’s agriculture from
the 1959 through the 1992 censuses. This is followed by
52 tables of detailed statistics covering every item col-
lected in the census from agricultural operators in the
subject State or area including:

Farms

Land in farms, land use, and irrigated land

Crop production and value of sales

Livestock and poultry inventories and sales

Selected characteristics of farms operated by females,
and by persons of Hispanic origin and specified racial
groups (i.e., White, Black, Asian and Pacific Islander,
and American Indian and Alaska Native)

Tenure and operator characteristics

Value of machinery and equipment

Agricultural chemicals and fertilizer used

Total production expenses and selected farm expense
items

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) loans

Government payments and other farm-related income

Characteristics of farms by SIC code1

Value of direct sales

Number of hired workers

Injuries and deaths

The State tables frequently show comparable 1987
data. Tables 46 through 52 also show 1992 State data
cross-tabulated by various farm classifications, such as
size of farm, tenure of operator, type of organization,
market value of agricultural products sold, certain operator
characteristics (e.g., age and principal occupation of opera-
tor, combined Government payments and market value of
products sold), and SIC code.

Chapter 2 presents county summary highlights and
39 additional tables of selected data for all counties or
equivalents for:

Farms

Land in farms, land use, harvested cropland, and
irrigated land

Market value of agricultural products sold, and SIC
code

Farm production expenses

Net cash return from agricultural sales, Government
payments, other farm-related income, direct sales,
and CCC loans

Characteristics of farms with annual sales of $10,000
or more

Number of hired workers

Tenure and characteristics of operators, and type of
organization

Value of land and buildings

Machinery and equipment

Agricultural chemicals and fertilizer used

Livestock, poultry, and animal specialties inventories
and sales

Major and minor crops

Farms operated by Hispanic-origin and specified
racial groups

The individual counties are listed alphabetically in each
table. Specific tables show data for counties with three or
more farms reporting a particular crop or animal specialty,
such as nursery and greenhouse products, fish sales,
goats, or mink; farms operated by persons of selected
racial groups or Spanish origin; farms with grazing permits;
and so on. The reports combine data for counties with
fewer than three farms reporting a given item into an ‘‘all
other counties’’ category for the State.

The Bureau retabulated the volume 1 data to produce
statistical tables for metropolitan areas (MA’s). The MA
data generally were aggregates of county totals except in
New England, where MA boundaries cross county lines,
and additional geographic work was required. The Bureau
issued the MA data, together with selected State and
county totals, on + .

A complete listing of tables in the volume I reports is
given in appendix A.

Volume 2, Subject Series , series AC92-S-1 to -5. This
series consists of five parts:

• Agricultural Atlas of the United States , AC92-S-1, *
+, presents a profile of American agriculture in a series

of U.S. dot and multicolor pattern maps. Clear mylar
overlays showing State and county outlines, in a pocket
inside the back cover, enable users to see county-level
geographic information.

1The reference for all SIC codes used in the agriculture and other
censuses is Standard Industrial Classification Manual: 1987. For sale by
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office; or by the
National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department of Commerce,
Springfield, VA 22161.
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1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE–STATE DATA
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1992 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE–COUNTY DATA
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FARM AND RANCH IRRIGATION SURVEY (1988)

1987 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE–ZIP CODE TABULATIONS OF SELECTED ITEMS
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MAP FROM AGRICULTURE ATLAS
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• Coverage Evaluation, AC92-S-2, *, offers State esti-
mates of the number of farms not on the mail list;
national and regional estimates of the number of opera-
tions incorrectly classified, and the number of duplicate
farms; and national, regional, and divisional estimates of
selected agricultural characteristics of missed farms.

• Ranking of States and Counties, AC92-S-3, *, shows
the ranking of the top 20 States and top 100 counties in
order of importance of most selected items for 1992.
Most tables include comparative data from the 1987
census, as well as cumulative total percentages of
products or other items for the topmost States and
counties. (Highlights .)

• History, AC92-S-4, *, describes the major census
operations and reproduces selected data-collection forms.

• ZIP Code Tabulation of Selected Items From the 1992
Census of Agriculture, AC92-S-5, +, contains farm
counts by ZIP Code for selected items from the 1992
census, such as number of farms, land in farms, land in
farms by size, market value of agricultural products sold,

and market value of products sold by size, livestock
inventory, selected crops, and other data items. (High-
lights .)

Volume 3, Farm and Ranch Irrigation Survey (1994) ,
AC92-FRIS-1, * + (highlights). The irrigation sur-
vey report presents statistics about on-farm irrigation prac-
tices collected from a sample of 1992 agricultural opera-
tors (excluding operators in Alaska, Hawaii, abnormal
farms, and horticultural specialty operations) who reported
irrigation during the census year. These data supplement
the basic irrigation information collected from all farm and
ranch operators in the census. The publication offers
information for the 18 water resources regions (WRR’s) of
the 48 conterminous States, as well as for the 27 leading
irrigating States. The tabulations shown include:

Acreage in 1993

Land use and acres irrigated by category of land use

Acres and yields for irrigated and nonirrigated crops

1987 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE, VOLUME 2, SUBJECT SERIES, PART 3, RANKING STATES
AND COUNTIES
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Expenditures in 1993 for maintenance and repair of
irrigation equipment and facilities

Method of water distribution used in 1993

Source of water used

Energy use

Irrigation practices in 1993

CURRENT AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

Most current agricultural statistics for the United States
are collected by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS). The Bureau

of the Census surveyed cotton ginnings in the United
States annually from 1902 until the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) transferred responsibility for the survey
to NASS in 1992.2

(The Census Bureau’s Current Industrial Reports, series
M22P, Consumption on the Cotton System and Stocks,
provides selected data on manufacturing establishments
dealing with cotton, see ch. 3.)

2The NASS report series is produced monthly during the ginning
season, with an annual summary released in May each year. The report
series is CTGN [month/year], Cotton Ginnings, from the National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 14th & Inde-
pendence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250.
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Chapter 3.
Related Statistics

INTRODUCTION

General Information

The agriculture census is the principal source for pro-
duction and economic data, land value, farming practices,
and other information about American agriculture, but the
Census Bureau collects related data on the food and fiber
system in other enumerations and surveys. These other
sources include the economic censuses and their related
periodic surveys, the census and surveys of governments,
and the foreign trade statistics program. The population
and housing censuses collect and publish sociodemo-
graphic data on the farm and rural (nonfarm) populations.
(The Bureau’s current population and housing statistics
program included reports on the farm and rural populations
through 1991; the publication of these reports was funded
by the Economic Research Service (ERS) of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA), but this funding was
withdrawn for fiscal year 1992.)

Census Geography

Overview. The Bureau compiles population, housing,
and economic statistics for three types of large areas
outside the agriculture census’s normal geographic hierar-
chy (i.e., Nation, region, division, State, county, etc.)—
metropolitan areas (MA’s), consolidated metropolitan sta-
tistical areas (CMSA’s), and primary metropolitan statisti-
cal areas (PMSA’s). The Office of Management and Bud-
get (OMB) established these three geographic tiers on
June 30, 1984, to replace two former metropolitan areas—
standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’s) and
standard consolidated statistical areas (SCSA’s).

At the other end of the geographic scale, some of the
economic census data also are tabulated and released for
special economic urban areas, incorporated places, towns
and townships in selected northeastern States, and (for
the retail, services, and manufactures censuses) at the
five-digit ZIP Code level. The population and housing data
are published for a number of subcounty areas as well—five-
digit ZIP Codes, census tracts, block-numbering areas
(BNA’s), block groups (BG’s), and blocks, as well as for
such specialized units as American Indian reservations,
tribal designated statistical areas, Alaska Native village
statistical areas, census designated places (CDP’s), minor
civil divisions (MCD’s), and so on.

Definitions. A metropolitan area (MA) is an integrated
economic and social unit with a recognized large popula-
tion nucleus. Generally, an MA consists of one or more
counties (cities and towns in New England) or their equiva-
lents, including a city with a population of at least 50,000,
or an ‘‘urbanized area’’ with a population of at least 50,000
and a total metropolitan population of at least 100,000
(75,000 in New England). The MA may contain one or
more predominantly agricultural counties. A metropolitan
complex that has a population of 1 million or more may be
subdivided into two or more PMSA’s, each consisting of
one or more counties, with demonstrated strong internal
economic and social links separate from the ties to other
portions of the complex. A PMSA, by definition, is always
part of a CMSA. A CMSA is an MA containing one or more
PMSA’s. The 1990 Decennial and 1992 Economic Census
publications include tabulations for 268 MA’s, 21 CMSA’s,
and 73 PMSA’s.

The smaller geographic units used in the population and
housing censuses provide data at very local levels. The
most common of these smaller divisions are the minor civil
divisions (MCD’s—almost 30,000 were recognized for the
1990 census), such as townships and other subcounty
units, as well as census county divisions (CCD’s—subcounty
areas identified where MCD’s are not adequate for report-
ing decennial census data) and census designated places
(CDP’s—closely settled population centers without legally
established limits). The more basic units for which data are
published are the census tracts/block-numbering areas
(BNA’s)—statistical subdivisions of counties with an aver-
age of 4,000 inhabitants. Local committees lay out the
tract boundaries, following Bureau guidelines, prior to each
decennial census, for MA’s and approximately 200 other
counties, while State and Bureau officials delineate BNA’s
for purposes of grouping and numbering blocks in counties
in which tracts have not been established. Block groups
(BG’s) are subdivisions of tracts or BNA’s, and comprise
all the blocks with the same first digit of their identifying
block numbers in each tract or BNA. The census block, the
smallest area for which the Bureau publishes data, is
defined for census purposes as an area bounded by
streets or other visible features and the boundaries of
governmental units (e.g., a block cannot cross county or
township lines). The 1990 census identified approximately
7 million blocks in the 50 States, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the outlying areas.
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Survey data, usually collected between censuses from
samples of households or business establishments, typi-
cally are limited to estimates for the entire country or for
census regions, although some estimates are published
for large States or the largest MA’s.

THE ECONOMIC CENSUS AND RELATED
PROGRAMS
General Information

The economic census and current economic surveys
cover establishments1 engaged in manufacturing, mining,
retail trade, wholesale trade, construction, and most

transportation and service industries.2 Title 13, United
States Code, requires that economic censuses be carried
out every 5 years for years ending in ‘‘2’’ and ‘‘7’’ and
specifies which economic sectors are covered.

The data collected vary by industry, but include a
number of key measures, such as sales (or receipts or
value of shipments), employment, and payroll, in nearly all
economic census programs. The censuses provide data
for most industries on products sold or services performed,
inventories, capital expenditures, and materials consumed.

The latest economic census program had the following
major activities:

1Defined for census and survey purposes as a business or industrial
unit at a single geographic location that produces or distributes goods or
performs services.

2Agricultural services, as defined in the SIC system (SIC major group
07), are not included in either the agriculture or the economic censuses
as such, although the Survey of Minority-Owned Business Enterprises
does include agricultural services as one of the broad economic catego-
ries used in its tabulations.

MAP OF CENSUS GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS
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• 1992 Census of Manufactures

• 1992 Census of Mineral Industries

• 1992 Census of Service Industries

• 1992 Census of Retail Trade

• 1992 Census of Wholesale Trade

• 1992 Census of Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate

• 1992 Census of Transportation, Communications, and
Utilities

• 1992 Truck Inventory and Use Survey

• 1993 Commodity Flow Survey

• 1992 Survey of Minority-Owned Business Enterprises

• 1992 Survey of Women-Owned Businesses

• 1992 Characteristics of Business Owners Survey

The Census Bureau also carries out an extensive pro-
gram of data collection from administrative and other
records and from periodic economic surveys, most based
on probability samples, to provide additional statistics on
the Nation’s economy. This program includes County
Business Patterns (which includes agricultural services
operations), annual and monthly surveys of wholesale and
retail trade, annual surveys of manufactures and transpor-
tation.

Sources of Agriculture-Related Information

Manufactures

The 1992 Census of Manufactures covered manufactur-
ing industries and collected data on employment, payroll
and worker hours, inventories, capital expenditures, cost of
materials and contract work, resales, fuel and electricity,
ownership and control, products, foreign content of mate-
rials consumed, and offshore assembly of products initially
fabricated in the United States. (The census also collected
plant characteristics for selected industries.)

The publication program for the 1992 Census of Manu-
factures consists of the following report series:

• Preliminary Industry Series, MC92-I-20A(P) to -39D(P),
*. This report series covers 459 manufacturing indus-

tries in 83 bulletins containing general statistics at the
national level. The reports show preliminary totals for
quantity and value of shipments for the products primary
to the industry, and the quantity and cost of materials
consumed by establishments classified in the industry.

• Preliminary Summary, MC92-SUM-1(P), * + .
This report presents general statistics for the 459 manu-
facturing industries of the Nation, for States, the District
of Columbia, and for selected MA’s with 40,000 or more
manufacturing employees.

• Industry Series, MC92-I-20A to -39D, * + . Each
report in this series shows final data for the United
States, the 50 States, and the District of Columbia, for
1 of 83 groups of related industries (e.g., MC92-I-20A,
Meat Products). There are statistics on the number of
establishments, payroll, payroll supplements, quantity
and value of products shipped and materials consumed,
capital expenditures, assets, value added, and number
of companies. See the list below for the final industry
reports, by SIC industry, of most obvious interest to
agricultural data users.

• Geographic Area Series, MC92-A-1 to -51, * +.
This series consists of a separate report for each State
and the District of Columbia, showing summary and
detailed statistics for industries (e.g., the Iowa report,
under food and kindred products, includes data for
selected four-digit SIC industries, such as poultry slaugh-
tering and processing (2015), fluid milk (2026), and wet
corn milling (2046)) for the State, MA’s, counties, and
incorporated places with a minimum number of manu-
facturing employees. (Some statistics, such as assets,
rents, inventories, and cost of materials, are available for
States only.)

• Subject Series, MC92-S-1 to -3, * + . These three
reports show national-level data, except where noted.

General Summary, MC92-S-1, presents summary totals
for industries and product classes. Some data are for
States and MA’s.

Concentration Ratios in Manufacturing, MC92-S-2,
provides measures of the share of industrial activity
accounted for by the largest companies.

Manufacturers’ Shipments to the Federal Govern-
ment, MC92-S-3, shows data on manufacturing activi-
ties for selected Government establishments in the
United States. These data do not appear in the other
1992 reports.

Current manufactures statistics—

• Annual Survey of Manufactures, M91(AS)-1 to -3, *
+, is published for years other than the census

years. The Annual Survey of Manufactures (ASM) col-
lects data from a sample of about 56,000 manufacturing
establishments and publishes national statistics, with
some State-level data in No. 3. The reports typically
appear 15-18 months after the close of the reference
year, and include estimates for industry groups and
industries on employment, payroll, production worker
hours, value added by manufacture, cost of materials,
value of shipments, new capital expenditures, fuel and
electric energy, and end-of-year inventories. These data
also are shown at the State level, with selected data for
two-digit industry groups. The program also covers value
of shipments for classes of products.
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1. Statistics by Industry Groups and Industries offers
general data similar to those in the census Industry
Series, but less detailed at the national level, with
comparable figures for the previous year.

2. Value of Product Shipments features approximately
1,500 product classes, with comparable data for the
previous years.

3. Geographic Area Statistics presents general statis-
tics by States, by three-digit SIC industry, with compa-
rable data for the previous year.

• Current Industrial Reports (CIR’s), [ —through Decem-
ber 1992; thereafter, only an annual report covering all
CIR’s was released in printed form] (Subscription or
single copies *, back issues +), +, also where
indicated. This is a series of about 100 monthly, quar-
terly, and annual reports, normally showing data at the
national level. Some of the monthly and quarterly series
are linked to separate annual reports; those that are not
have annual summaries within the same series. Most
CIR’s have SIC-related series numbers. There are sev-
eral general purpose reports not related to any one SIC
major group, and two reports (with the prefix ‘‘ITA’’)
issued jointly by the Census Bureau and the Interna-
tional Trade Administration.

CIR’s of particular interest to agriculture census data
users include the following:

Agriculture-Related Current Industrial Reports

Report series Frequency Description

M20A FFax Monthly Flour Milling Products

MA20D Annual Confectionery
MQ20J FFax Quarterly Fats and Oils: Oilseed

Crushings

MQ20K Quarterly Fats and Oils: Produc-
tion, Consumption, and
Stocks

MQ22D Quarterly Consumption on the
Cotton System and
Worsted Combining

M22P FFax Monthly Consumption on the
Cotton System and
Stocks

MA28A Annual Inorganic Chemicals

MQ28A Quarterly Inorganic Chemicals

MA28B Annual Fertilizer Materials

MQ28B Quarterly Fertilizer Materials

MA35A Annual Farm Machinery and
Lawn and Garden
Equipment

MA35L Annual Internal Combustion
Engines

MA35P Annual Pumps and Compressors

Agriculture-Related Preliminary and Final Industry
Reports From the 1992 Census of Manufactures

[Preliminary report numbers are identical to final report numbers
except for the addition of the suffix ‘‘P’’.]

Report Description

SIC Major Group 20 Food and Kindred Products

MC92-I-20A Meat Products
MC92-I-20B Dairy Products
MC92-I-20C Preserved Fruits and

Vegetables
MC92-I-20D Grain Mill Products
MC92-I-20E Bakery Products
MC92-I-20F Sugar and Confectionery

Products
MC92-I-20G Fats and Oils
MC92-I-20H Beverages
MC92-I-20I Miscellaneous Food and

Kindred Products

SIC Major Group 21 Tobacco Products

MC92-I-21A Tobacco Products

SIC Major Group 22 Textile Mill Products

MC92-I-22A Weaving and Floor
Covering Mills

MC92-I-22B Knitting Mills
MC92-I-22C Dyeing and Finishing

Textiles, Except Wool
Fabrics and Knit Goods

MC92-I-22D Yarn and Thread Mills
MC92-I-22E Miscellaneous Textile

Goods

SIC Major Group 28 Chemicals and Allied
Products

MC92-I-28G Agricultural Chemicals

SIC Major Group 31 Leather and Leather
Products

MC92-I-31A Tanning; Industrial
Leather Goods; and
Shoes

SIC Major Group 35 Industrial and Commercial
Machinery and Computer
Equipment

MC92-I-35A Engines and Turbines
and Farm Machinery
and Equipment

MC92-I-35D Special Industry
Machinery, Except
Metalworking Machinery
(Includes textile machin-
ery (3552) and food
products machinery
(3556))
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TABLE FROM 1987 CENSUS OF MANUFACTURES, GEOGRAPHIC AREA SERIES

TABLE FROM 1991 ANNUAL SURVEY OF MANUFACTURES
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Wholesale and Retail Trade

The 1992 Census of Wholesale Trade covered estab-
lishments with paid employees (those without paid employ-
ees were not included in the census), primarily engaged in
selling merchandise (or acting as agents or brokers for
others selling merchandise) to retailers; construction con-
tractors; industrial, commercial, institutional, farm, or pro-
fessional business users; or to other wholesalers. The
1992 census had 38 questionnaires tailored to particular
industries.

The 1992 Census of Retail Trade dealt with establish-
ments primarily engaged in selling merchandise for per-
sonal or household consumption, and in providing services
incidental to the sale of those goods. Federal administra-
tive records served as a source of information on small
retail firms for the census, but 48 report forms, tailored to
each industry, were mailed to establishments with four or
more paid employees.

The censuses of wholesale and retail trade collected
and published data on the following SIC groups of particu-
lar interest to agriculture census data users:

CURRENT INDUSTRIAL REPORT (CIR), SERIES MQ28B, FERTILIZER MATERIALS
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SIC Description

Wholesale Trade

Detailed Industry 5083 Farm and Garden Machinery
and Equipment

Industry Group 514 Groceries and Related Products
(nine four- digit industries:
5141 Groceries, General Line
5142 Packaged Frozen

Foods
5143 Dairy Products, Except

Dried or Canned
5144 Poultry and Poultry

Products
5145 Confectionery
5146 Fish and Seafoods
5147 Meats and Meat

Products
5148 Fresh Fruits and

Vegetables
5149 Groceries and Related

Products, Not
Elsewhere Classified)

Industry Group 515 Farm-Product Raw Materials
(three four-digit industries:
5153 Grain and Field Beans
5154 Livestock
5159 Farm-Product Raw

Materials, Not Else-
where Classified)

Detailed Industry 5191 Farm Supplies

Detailed Industry 5194 Tobacco and Tobacco Products

Retail Trade

Detailed Industry 5261 Retail Nurseries, Lawn and
Garden Supply Stores

Industry Group 598 Fuel Dealers (three four-digit
industries:
5983 Fuel Oil Dealers
5984 Liquefied Petroleum

Gas (Bottled Gas)
Dealers

5989 Fuel Dealers, Not
Elsewhere Classified)

Detailed Industry 5992 Florists

The wholesale and retail trade census publication pro-
grams have equivalent report series (no preliminary or
advance reports were issued for the 1992 census), as
follows:

• Geographic Area Series, WC92-A-1 to -52 (wholesale
trade), * + and RC92-A-1 to -52 (retail
trade) * + . These series have separate
reports for the United States, States, and the District of

Columbia. The wholesale trade reports show basic data
on number of establishments, sales, payroll, employ-
ment, inventory, and operating expenses. The retail
trade reports offer basic statistics on kind of business,
and limited information for 10 major kind-of-business
groups for all counties and incorporated places with
2,500 inhabitants or more.

• Subject Series, * +. WC92-S-1 to -5 (wholesale
trade) and RC92-S-1 to -5 (retail trade). This series
presents statistics on particular subjects. Parallel reports
are issued for each census, as follows:

1, Establishment and Firm Size (Including Legal Form of
Organization)

2, Measures of Value Produced, Capital Expenditures,
Depreciable Assets, and Operating Expenditures

3, Commodity Line Sales—United States (wholesale
trade); Merchandise Lines Sales—United States (for the
retail trade census)

4, Commodity Line Sales—United States, Selected States,
and Selected Metropolitan Areas (wholesale trade);
Merchandise Line Sales—States and MA’s (for the retail
trade census) ( + only)

5, Miscellaneous Subjects

Current Wholesale Trade and Retail Trade Statis-
tics. The Census Bureau carries out monthly and annual
surveys of wholesale and retail trade and publishes esti-
mates in an advance series (retail trade only—Advance
Monthly Retail Sales, series CB + (subscription or
single copies) FFax, and two report series—Monthly Whole-
sale Trade: Sales and Inventories, series BW, and Monthly
Retail Trade: Sales and Inventories, series BR, (subscrip-
tion * or single copies +) + [narrative summary
available FFax]; and Annual Wholesale Trade, series BW,
and Annual Retail Trade, series BR (part of the monthly
subscription * or single copies +) +. The CB report series
presents advance estimates of sales by kind-of-business
groups at the national level only. It includes seasonally
adjusted estimates and percentage changes for major
kind-of-business groups for the current month, preliminary
and final estimates for the two preceding months, and final
estimates of the same two months for the previous year.
The monthly retail (BR) series presents summary esti-
mates for regions, census divisions, 19 States, and 28
MA’s, while the annual retail, and both wholesale, series
show national-level estimates for selected three-digit-SIC
kinds of business for volume of sales, end-of-month/year
inventories, and stock/sales ratios, with percentage changes,
estimated dollar volume, seasonal adjustment factors, and
estimates of the sampling errors and variability of the data.
The annual reports include data on purchases and method
of inventory valuation, as well as comparable totals from
the previous year, together with year-to-year percentage
changes.
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TABLE FROM THE 1987 CENSUS OF RETAIL TRADE, GEOGRAPHIC AREA SERIES

TABLE FROM THE 1987 CENSUS OF WHOLESALE TRADE, GEOGRAPHIC AREA SERIES
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1992 Economic Census of the Outlying Areas

The Agriculture Division was responsible for conducting
the 1992 Economic Census in Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. The census operation in all these areas
included enumeration of all establishments with employ-
ees engaged in wholesale trade, retail trade, services,
construction, and manufacturing. The data were collected
during the spring and summer of 1993 for the previous
calendar year. The data reports included statistics on
number of establishments with payroll, number of employ-
ees, number of working partners, sales and receipts, and
(for some industries) selected production expenses. The
results were published as follows:

Puerto Rico , Series OA92-E-1 through -4, Wholesale
Trade, Retail Trade, and Service Industries: Geographic
Area Statistics, OA92-E-1 * +. Presents data for
Puerto Rico as a whole, for commercial regions, and
municipios. Construction Industries, OA92-E-2 * +,
shows industry, geographic area (for the Common-
wealth and selected municipios), and summary statis-
tics. Manufactures, Series OA92-E-3 * +, shows
data for Puerto Rico, MA’s, and municipios. Commodity
and Merchandise Line Sales, OA92-E-4 * +, pre-
sents data for Puerto Rico, MA’s, PMSA’s, and municip-
ios.

Virgin Islands of the United States , Series OA92-E-5,
Construction Industries, Manufactures, Wholesale Trade,
Retail Trade, Service Industries, * . Displays statis-
tics for the territory as a whole, the island of St. Croix,
the islands of St. John and St. Thomas combined, and
for major towns.

Guam, Series OA92-E-6,Construction Industries, Manu-
factures, Wholesale Trade, Retail Trade, Service Indus-
tries, * +. Presents statistics for Guam and for
election districts.

Northern Mariana Islands , Series OA92-E-7,Construc-
tion Industries, Manufactures, Wholesale Trade, Retail
Trade, Service Industries, * +. Contains data for the
Commonwealth as a whole, and for the four major
municipalities.

1992 Census of Finance, Insurance, and Real
Estate (FIRE)

The 1992 Census of Finance, Insurance, and Real
Estate (FIRE) collected data on firms engaged in financial
operations (banks, savings and loan establishments, mort-
gage companies, and so on), insurance, and real estate
management and sales. Publication plans include five
reports:

• United States Summary, FC92-1, * +. Shows
summary data on number of establishments by type,
dollar value of receipts and operating expenses, source

of receipts, and payroll and employment, for the United
States and States, as well as ratios for the United States,
States, and selected metropolitan areas.

• Nonemployers, FC92-2, * +. This report contains
four tables with summary statistics and revenue size
data for nonemployer establishments for the United
States and States.

• Establishment and Firm Size, FC92-3, * +. Includes
seven tables with United States data on revenue size
and number of establishments, employment size for
single- and multiunit companies, revenue size of firms,
employment by firms, legal form of organization, and
measures of concentration of activities in the largest
firms.

• Revenue Lines, FC92-4, * +. The report shows
data on revenue lines by kind of business, kind of
business by broad revenue lines, and revenue coverage
by kind of business, for the United States.

• Miscellaneous, FC92-5, * +.

Transportation Statistics

The 1992 Census of Transportation, Communica-
tions, and Utilities covered establishments with paid
employees primarily engaged in motor freight transporta-
tion and public warehousing, water transportation, trans-
portation services, point-to-point communication services
(including telephone and cellular and radio telephone
systems, beeper systems, telegraph, radio/TV broadcast-
ing, and cable or other paid TV services), and selected
utilities (generation, transmission, or distribution of electric-
ity, gas, or steam; water and irrigation systems; and
sanitary services). The census data are published in two
reports:

• 1992 Census of Transportation, Communications, and
Utilities, Geographic Area Series, TCU92 A-1, * +.
Shows final data from selected transportation, commu-
nications, and utility industries for the United States,
each State, and selected MA’s on number of establish-
ments, payroll, revenues by source, and employment.

• 1992 Census of Transportation, Communications, and
Utilities, Miscellaneous Subjects, series TCU92-S-2, *

+.

The 1992 Truck Inventory and Use Survey (TIUS)
covered the characteristics and uses of trucks in the
United States and in each of the 50 States and the District
of Columbia. It collected data from a sample of truck
owners registered in each State and the District of Colum-
bia. The statistics are published in a series of reports, one
for the United States, each State, and the District of
Columbia.

• 1992 Truck Inventory and Use Survey, TC92-T-1 to -52,
* +. Presents information on the characteristics

and use of commercial and private trucks. Statistics
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include the number of vehicles, major use, annual mile-
age, model year, body type, vehicle size class, type of
fuel, maintenance, classification of operator, whether
the vehicle is equipped to transport hazardous material,
fuel conservation equipment, braking system, and other
vehicle equipment.

The 1993 Commodity Flow Survey (CFS) collected data
on the ZIP Code origin and destination of commodities
shipped from manufacturing and mineral industries estab-
lishments; five-digit Standard Transportation Commodity
Classification (STCC) code; and weight, value, and modes
of transport from selected wholesale, retail, and services
establishments, including some information on container-
ization, shipments for export (e.g., by port of export, mode
of transportation, and city and country of destination), and
the movements of hazardous materials.

• 1993 Commodity Flow Survey, TC93-C * +, shows
statistics on the origin and destination of commodities
shipped from manufacturing, mining, selected retail and
wholesale trade, and service establishments; shipment
size (including tons); distance shipped (miles); ton-miles
of commodities transported; and mode of transportation;
by State and national transportation analysis region.
(Some detail data are aggregated to protect confidenti-
ality of responses, or data-quality levels.)

Current transportation statistics. The Bureau annu-
ally surveys motor freight transportation and warehousing,
publishing the data collected in Motor Freight Transporta-
tion and Warehousing Survey, series BT, *. The reports
show national-level estimates of annual operating rev-
enues, and selected operating expenses with comparable
data for the preceding year and year-to-year percentage
changes.

Enterprise Statistics Program

The enterprise statistics program reorganizes census
data for individual establishments under common com-
pany ownership to show the economic characteristics of
the owning or controlling firms. Each company covered in
one of the economic censuses is classified in an enterprise
industry category.a grouping of four-digit SIC industries
adapted to produce company-aggregate data. The pro-
gram data are published in Company Summary, series
ES92-1, * +, which shows data for the United States
and the 50 States for large companies (those with 500
employees or more) covered by the economic censuses,
by enterprise industry categories—retail and wholesale
trades, service, construction, mineral, manufacturing, and
transportation industries. There also are data for sepa-
rately operated central administrative offices and other

auxiliary establishments3 of multiestablishment firms, by
principal industrial activity of the operating establishment
being serviced, by type of service provided, and by employ-
ment. The report includes data on the number of estab-
lishments, number of employees, annual payroll, sales and
receipts, capital expenditures, inventory information, and,
in some cases, value of fixed assets, operating expenses,
and research and development costs.

1992 Survey of Minority-Owned Business
Enterprises (SMOBE)

The SMOBE collected basic economic data on busi-
nesses owned by Blacks, persons of Hispanic origin, Asian
and Pacific Island Americans, American Indians, and other
minority populations, using a sample derived from Social
Security Administration (SSA) records and from a mail
canvass of a sample of business firms. The published data
cover sole proprietorships, partnerships, and Subchapter
S corporations, but excludes regular corporations. The
Bureau tabulated and published the survey data in the
1992 Economic Census, Survey of Minority-Owned Busi-
ness Enterprises, series MB92-1 (Black), -2 (Hispanic), -3
(Asian Americans, American Indians, and Other Minori-
ties), and -4 (U.S. Summary) * +. The reports show
data for the United States, States, the District of Columbia,
and those MA’s, counties, or places with 100 or more
minority-owned firms. (The CD-ROM file does not have the
100-firm minimum requirement for county data.) National-
level data include general statistics by two-digit SIC, legal
form of organization, receipt size, and employment size.
State and MA data are limited to general statistics for
broad economic sectors (including one for agricultural
services, forestry, fishing, and mining—agricultural produc-
tion is not covered in any SMOBE report). Data for
counties and places do not have industry detail.

1992 Survey of Women-Owned Businesses
(WOB)

The overall design of this survey was similar to the
SMOBE, except that it used only the SSA records’ sex
code to identify women-owned businesses. 1992 Eco-
nomic Census, 1992 Survey of Women-Owned Businesses,
series WP92-1 *, +, shows statistics for the United
States, States, the District of Columbia, and MA’s, coun-
ties, and places with 100 or more women-owned firms. The
various tabulations correspond exactly to those in the
MB92 reports.

3An ‘‘auxiliary’’ is an establishment primarily engaged in providing
supporting services for other establishments of the same company (e.g.,
its mines, factories, retail stories, etc.), rather than for the general public
or for other business firms. Auxiliaries include such activities as research,
development, and testing laboratories of manufacturing firms; general
administration; supervision; purchasing; accounting; central warehouses
for the company; merchandise; central garages; milk receiving stations;
sales promotion offices; and so on. Sales branches and sales offices of
manufacturing and mining companies are not classified as auxiliaries, but
as wholesale trade establishments.
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1992 Characteristics of Business Owners
Survey (CBO)

The CBO used a subsample of the 1992 Surveys of
Minority-Owned and Women-Owned Businesses to collect
demographic and additional economic data. The national-
level demographic and financial characteristics for Black,
Hispanic, other minority (including Asian American and
American Indian), women, and nonminority male business
owners and their businesses appear in 1992 Economic
Census, Characteristics of Business Owners, series CBO92-1

*, +. The report includes owner characteristics (e.g.,
age, marital status, educational background, work experi-
ence, veteran status, etc.), acquisition and financing (year
and method by which business was acquired, whether
based at home, starting capital requirements, and so on),
and business operations (net income, percent women
employees, percent minority employees, and percent minor-
ity customers).

County Business Patterns (CBP)

The annual County Business Patterns program pub-
lishes intercensal economic statistics for States and coun-
ties on virtually all parts of the economy except farming,
railroads, employment on ocean-going vessels or in for-
eign countries, and government. Agricultural services are
included.

The data in the CBP reports represent types of employ-
ment covered by the Federal Insurance Contributions Act
(FICA). The Census Bureau obtains the data from a variety
of sources, including Federal administrative records, an
annual company organization survey, and the censuses
(during census years). The published reports show statis-
tics at the four-digit SIC code level for the United States,
and at two-, three-, and four-digit levels for States and
counties (depending on the magnitude of employment).
Basic data items shown include the number of establish-
ments, mid-March employment, and first-quarter and annual
payrolls. The principal report series is County Business
Patterns-[year], * +. A report is issued for the
United States, each State, the District of Columbia, and
Puerto Rico. The U.S. report has State totals as well as
national data, together with the number of auxiliary estab-
lishments for the Nation, with their number of employees
and payroll.

Three files are available from the CBP program on
computer tape, diskette, and CD-ROM: a United States
Summary, with detailed industry data at the national level;
File 1B contains summaries for States and census geo-
graphic divisions; and File 2, summaries for counties.
These files contain both published and unpublished data
for four-digit SIC industries at the national level, for States,
and counties. Two-digit SIC data for most MA’s are avail-
able for most years from 1988 on. +

TABLE FROM 1991 COUNTY BUSINESS PATTERNS
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Quarterly Financial Reports (QFR’s)

This program uses a probability sample of approxi-
mately 11,000 corporations (7,900 manufacturing, 1,700
wholesale, 950 retail, and 450 mining) to provide aggre-
gated national-level statistics on U.S. corporations. The
estimates include income, assets, liabilities, stockholders’
equity, and related financial and operating ratios, classified
by industry and asset size. This is the only Census Bureau
program collecting profit and loss information.

• Quarterly Financial Report for Manufacturing, Mining,
and Trade Corporations (QFR), (subscription * or single
copies +) + FFax.

Governments

The 1992 Census of Governments. The Census Bureau
canvasses governments every 5 years, for years ending in
‘‘2’’ and ‘‘7,’’ to collect financial and employment data on
thousands of Federal, State, county, municipal, and town
or township governments, as well as such specialized units
as school districts (dependent and independent), water
districts, and so on. This program covers the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico. The statistics are
published in report series for each of five major subject
fields: Organization, taxable property values, employment,
finances, and topical studies.

• Government Organization, GC92-(1), * +. In two
parts: Part 1, Government Organization; and Part 2,
Popularly Elected Officials. A list of all local government
units identified in the census (over 80,000), by name and
address, is available +.

• Taxable Property Values, GC92-(2), * +.

• Public Employment, GC92-(3), * +. In four parts:
1, Employment of Major Local Governments ; 2, Com-
pendium of Public Employment; 3, Labor-Management
Relations; and 4, Government Costs for Employee Ben-
efits.

• Governmental Finances, GC92-(4), * +. In six
parts: 1, Finances of School Districts ; 2, Finances of
Special Districts; 3, Finances of County Governments; 4,
Finances of Municipal and Township Governments; 5,
Compendium of Government Finances; and 6, Employ-
ment Retirement Systems of State and Local Govern-
ments.

• Topical Studies, GC92-(5), * +. In four parts: 1,
Historical Statistics of Governmental Finances ; 2, State
Payments to Local Governments; 3, Governmental Sta-
tistics for Puerto Rico; and 4, Graphic Summary.

Current governments statistics . The Census Bureau
publishes several periodic data series on various govern-
mental activities and operations, including annual reports
on government employment, finances, finances of selected

public employee retirement systems, quarterly summaries
of State and local tax revenue, and special studies. The
following products may be of special interest to agriculture
data users:

• Consolidated Federal Funds Report, Fiscal Year [year] ,
* +. This annual report contains data on Federal

Government expenditures and obligations, in two vol-
umes: 1, County Areas, with statistics for the United
States, the District of Columbia, counties or their equiva-
lents, Puerto Rico and municipios, and the outlying areas
(American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands); and 2, Subcounty Areas,
with information for the United States, States, counties
and subcounty areas (i.e., municipalities and towns or
townships), Puerto Rico and municipios, and the outlying
areas. The report shows data on Federal expenditures
and obligations for grants; salaries and wages; procure-
ment contracts; direct payments for individuals; direct,
guaranteed, or insured loans; insurance; and total direct
spending on defense and nondefense functions. Dollar
amounts reported are actual expenditures or obligations,
by program identification title and codes and object/
assistance type codes. Computer tape fields add asso-
ciated geographic codes, 1990 census population counts,
and the U.S. congressional district code for each gov-
ernmental unit.

• Federal Expenditures by State for Fiscal Year [year], *
+ , is similar in content to the consolidated report,

but contains less geographic detail. Grants data repre-
sent actual outlays rather than obligations, and are
shown by program.

• Federal Assistance Award Data System, +, is a quar-
terly tape file containing data for the United States,
States, counties, and places on Federal domestic finan-
cial assistance programs, including grants and pay-
ments to State and local governments; direct, guaran-
teed, and insured loans to individuals, small businesses,
and other recipients; direct payments for specified or
unrestricted uses (e.g., pensions or veterans’ benefits);
and insurance or other types of assistance.

Foreign Trade

General information. Agricultural products are a crucial
part of the U.S. foreign trade. The Census Bureau collects
and tabulates a wide range of import and export data and
publishes a variety of summary and detailed reports.
Export data generally are shown by commodity class, net
quantity, destination (i.e., country or world area), U.S.
customs district of export, method of transportation, and
month of export. Import data include commodity by net
quantity, dutiable status and rate, country and world area
of origin, U.S. customs district of entry, method of trans-
portation, and month of import. Unfortunately, there is no
universally accepted system of commodity classification in
international trade, and the import/export reports must
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offer data based on those systems in most common use.
Thus separate reports present the same basic data based
on one of several classification systems—the SIC code,
the United Nations’ Standard International Trade Classifi-
cation (SITC), or the Harmonized Commodity Description
and Classification System (HS). In addition, export data are
shown using the Statistical Classification of Commodities
Exported from the United States (referred to as ‘‘Schedule
B’’), which is based on the revised Tariff Schedules of the
United States Annotated (TSUSA), both of which contain
detailed classifications that increase comparability with the
SIC code.

Nevertheless, the import/export reports show the most
detailed commodity breakdowns of any Census Bureau
statistical series, with data on approximately 8,000 export
and 14,000 import commodities. The annual FT 447, U.S.
Exports, Schedule B—Commodity by Country report, for
example, shows volume (usually in kilograms) and value (in
thousands of dollars) of annual exports by 10-digit Sched-
ule B commodity codes for 13 separate categories of rice
exports, ranging from ‘‘Rice in the Husk (Paddy or Rough)’’
(Schedule B code 1006100000), through ‘‘Rice Semi/Wholly
Milled NESOI [not elsewhere specified or included] Medium
Grain’’ (1006309020), to ‘‘Rice Broken’’ (1006400000).
For imports, the annual FT 247, U.S. Imports for Consump-
tion and General Imports—Harmonized TSUSA Commod-
ity by Country of Origin # (available from Foreign
Trade Division), presents similar data for 28 categories of
tobacco (as well as 21 more categories of tobacco prod-
ucts, including ‘‘Tobacco Refuse’’ (HS nine-digit code
240309000)).

Summary Reports—

• FT900, U.S. Merchandise Trade. + . Monthly press
release.

• FT900 Supplement, U.S. Merchandise Trade. + .
Monthly.

• FT 920, U.S. Merchandise Trade: Selected Highlights.
+.

• FT 895, U.S. Trade with Puerto Rico and U.S. Posses-
sions. * +. Monthly and annual.

• U.S. General Exports and Imports by State of Origin.
(See FT 900 series above.) . Monthly.

• U.S. Exports, Imports, and Trade Balance by SIC. (See
FT 900 series above.) . Monthly.

Detailed Foreign Trade Reports . (The ‘‘#’’ symbol
identifies reports or series sold directly by the Bureau’s
Foreign Trade Division (FTD).)

• CDIM [year], U.S. Imports of Merchandise. (subscrip-
tion +). Monthly and annual.

• CDEX-[year], U.S. Exports of Merchandise. (subscrip-
tion +). Monthly and annual..

• FT 247, U.S. Imports for Consumption and General
Imports—Harmonized TSUSA Commodity by Country of
Origin. * + . Annual.

• FT 447, U.S. Exports—Schedule B Commodity by Coun-
try. * +. Annual.

• FT 925, U.S. Merchandise Trade: Exports, General
Imports, and Imports for Consumption: SITC Commodity
by Country. * +. Monthly.

• FT 927, U.S. Merchandise Trade: Exports and General
Imports by Country (Standard International Trade Clas-
sification Revision 3, Country by Commodity). * +.
Annual.

• FT 947, U.S. Exports and Imports by Harmonized Com-
modity (6-digit Harmonized Commodity by Country). *

+. Annual.

• EM 545 Data Bank, U.S. Exports of Domestic and
Foreign Merchandise. Monthly. Cumulative year to date

+ .

• EM 595 Data Bank, U.S. Exports—...(HS-Based Sched-
ule B)U.S. Virgin Islands) by Customs District (F.A.S.
Value), #. Monthly.

• IM 145 Data Bank, U.S. General Imports of Merchandise
and Imports of Merchandise for Consumption—International
Harmonized System Commodity Classification (HTSUSA)
(Customs and C.I.F. Value). #. Monthly.

• IM 145, U.S. General Imports of Merchandise and
Imports for Consumption, #. Monthly.

• IM 146, U.S. Imports for Consumption, #. Monthly.

• IM 195, U.S. General Imports of Merchandise from U.S.
Possessions (Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa)...
[HTUSA] Classification by Customs District of Entry
(Customs Value), (printout) #. Monthly.

POPULATION AND HOUSING STATISTICS

General Information

The Census Bureau takes population and housing cen-
suses every 10 years, for years ending in ‘‘0,’’ to provide
detailed demographic and socioeconomic information about
the nation’s people and their living quarters. The 1990
Census of Population and Housing is the latest of these;
the publication program for the census is still underway
and is producing statistics on the United States, census
geographic regions and divisions, each of the 50 States
and the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, American
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.4 The published reports include

4The U.S. Census Bureau also conducted a concurrent census for the
government of the Republic of Palau, formerly part of the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands.
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data for States, metropolitan areas, counties, cities, and
various other political and statistical units down to the size
of a city block or its equivalent, and in electronic form only,
by postal ZIP Code.

The population and housing censuses are not directly
concerned with collecting agricultural data, but the pub-
lished demographic, socioeconomic, and housing statis-
tics cover rural as well as urban areas and populations.
Some data are obtained from ‘‘100-percent’’ questions
(i.e., for every person and housing unit), while other
statistics are estimated from responses obtained from a
sample.

The Population and Housing Censuses

The 1990 census publication program has separate
population (the CP series) and housing (CH series) printed
reports, together with a combined population and housing
(CPH) data series. The printed reports most likely to be of
use to the general agriculture data user probably are the
1990 Population and Housing Characteristics for Census
Tracts and Block Numbering Areas, series CPH-3 (one for
each MA and one for each State covering the non-MA
balance of the State, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands), * +, showing most 1990
census subjects for census tracts in MA’s, and tracts or
block numbering areas (BNA’s) in the remainder of each
State. Some tables provide data only for the ‘‘100-percent’’
subjects, while others show sample data tabulations. There
are comparable reports for higher geographic levels in the
CP and CH series (one per State, etc., and a U.S. summary
for each series). For more information on the 1990 census
publication program see the annual Census Catalog and
Guide, *. The census statistics in the printed reports on
paper or microfiche, and on CD-ROM are all derived from
electronic public-use files. These files are widely available
on tape or compact disc, either by direct purchase from the
Census Bureau or through libraries, data centers, trade
associations, or vendors who package census and other
data for their customers. Extracts can be obtained on-line
as well.

• Summary Tape Files (STF’s). The principal electronic
data products for the census are the Summary Tape
Files (STF’s), +. These are a series of computer tape
files containing census tabulations at varying levels of
detail. There may be only one reel of tape for a small
State, such as New Hampshire, while the data for a
larger State like California require several reels. Each
STF consists of three or more types of files (identified by
the letter suffix to each STF number), which vary prima-
rily in the detail of tabulation. STF’s A and B are released
State-by-State, with differing geographic hierarchy. File
C is a U.S. summary file that is released after all the
State files have been published.5 The STF 1 and STF 2

files provide 100-percent population and housing char-
acteristics (such as age, race, sex, value, rent), at
varying levels of geographic and subject detail.

STF 3 is probably the one that will be of most use to
agriculture data users. It contains sample population
and housing estimates (income, occupation, education,
water source, farm residence), as well as the
100-percent data, for States and their subareas in
hierarchical sequence down to the block-group level.
File B also includes a tabulations by five-digit ZIP Code.
STF 4 also presents 100-percent and sample data, but
with more subject detail than STF 3, down to the census
tract/BNA level. STF 3 and STF 4 are also available on
CD-ROM, and portions of 3A on microfiche (for Puerto
Rico only) and online.

• Public-Use Microdata Sample (PUMS), +. PUMS
files offer researchers the opportunity to analyze and
manipulate data collected for individual households. To
avoid violating confidentiality, the Bureau rearranged the
records as well as removed any information that would
enable identification of a particular person, household,
or housing unit. There were three PUMS files drawn from
the 1990 census: A 1-percent sample had data for MA’s
and other large areas of 100,000 or more population,
and a 5-percent sample displayed data for county groups,
counties, county subdivisions, places, and selected groups
of census tracts with more than 100,000 inhabitants. A
3-percent sample concentrated on the elderly popula-
tion, with the same geographic detail as the 5-percent
sample.

• Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Ref-
erencing (TIGER) System, +. The Census Bureau
used an automated data base, the TIGER system, to
produce the 1990 census maps. The TIGER/Line TM files,
which are extracts of this system, contain information for
each geographic feature (e.g., the various individual
segments that make up roads, railroads, rivers, etc.)
such as geographic area codes, latitude/longitude coor-
dinates of features and boundaries, and the name and
type of each feature.

• Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) File, series 1990
CP-5 * + [printouts available through SDC’s
(see ch. 4)]. The 1990 EEO file is based on civilian labor
force data from the 1990 Decennial Census. The file
contains two sets of tabulations, (1) 512 census occu-
pations by sex, race, and Hispanic origin; and (2) edu-
cational attainment for selected age groupings by sex,
race, and Hispanic origin. Tables cover the United
States, States, the District of Columbia, all counties or
their equivalents, MA’s, CMSA’s, PMSA’s, all places with
a population of 50,000 or more (both incorporated and
census designated places), and all minor civil divisions
with a population of 50,000 or more in selected States;
Puerto Rico; and the Virgin Islands.

5Some STF’s have additional geographic variations; for example, STF
1D presents data for congressional districts for the 103rd Congress.
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TABLE FROM THE 1990 CENSUS OF POPULATION, SERIES CP-1, GENERAL POPULATION
CHARACTERISTICS

TABLE FROM THE CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY, SERIES P-20, POPULATION CHARAC-
TERISTICS, NO. 457, RESIDENTS OF FARMS AND RURAL AREAS: 1990
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Current Population and Housing Statistics

General information . The Census Bureau conducts a
variety of survey and population-estimation programs, some
sponsored by other Federal agencies, such as the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, the Department of the Treasury, and
the Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Population surveys . The Bureau’s principal demographic
survey is the Current Population Survey (CPS), which
collects and publishes monthly labor force and demo-
graphic data. The following report series present statistical
data drawn from the CPS:

• P-20, Population Characteristics, * + offers
annual reports for the Nation covering marital status and
living arrangements, household and family characteris-
tics, school enrollment, educational attainment, fertility,
mobility, voting (biennial), Hispanic origin, and farm
population. (The P-27, Farm Population, series merged
with the P-20 series in 1987, and from 1987 through
1991 current population data were published in annual
reports in the P-20 series entitled Residents of Farms
and Rural Areas, until funding support was withdrawn.
The last of these reports published covered 1991; the
farm/rural data continued to be available in the March
demographic tape file released from the CPS through
1992, but the entire farm/rural identification item was
dropped from the Survey for 1993.)

• P-23, Special Studies, * + are published irregu-
larly. They survey, for example, youth, women, and
older, Black, and metropolitan/nonmetropolitan popula-
tions.

• P-25, Population Estimates and Projections, * +
excerpts carry monthly estimates of the U.S. popula-
tion; annual estimates of age, race, and sex; and esti-
mates of births, deaths, and net migration for the Nation
and the States, and Hispanic origin for the United States
only; together with projections (on an irregular basis) by
age, sex, and race (Nation and States), and Hispanic
origin (national figures only).

• P-26, Local Population Estimates, * + offer
annual and biennial estimates of the population, per
capita income, births, deaths, and net migration for
counties, metropolitan areas, and subcounty areas.

• P-28, Special Censuses, * + are by contract, prima-
rily with counties or places, and usually cover total
population, age, sex, race, Hispanic origin, and number
of housing units.

• P-60, Consumer Income, * + shows annual
data on money income, noncash benefits, and poverty
status by level of education; and age, sex, race, and type
of householder. Data appear for the United States and
regions.

• P-70, Household Economic Studies, * + are quar-
terly and annual reports for the United States and
regions on income, labor-force activity, wealth, partici-
pation in government programs, disability, child care,
and pensions. Related current statistical products include:

• Survey of Income and Program Participation Microdata
File, + is a tape, issued three times a year, that
contains P-70 series national data with monthly longi-
tudinal measurements; there are topical modules in
rectangular files.

• Current Population Survey Microdata File, + is avail-
able monthly for the United States, States, regions,
divisions, selected metropolitan areas, some central
cities, and, within confidentiality restrictions, farm and
nonfarm, it presents labor-force characteristics and data,
including employment status, occupation, weeks worked,
hours worked per week, total income and income com-
ponents, and noncash income sources (e.g., food stamps,
school lunch programs, employer-provided group health
insurance, etc.) from periodic supplements used to
produce the P-20 and P-60 tabulations. The March (also
known as the Annual Demographic File (ADF)) records
are also available on +.

• Statistical Briefs (SB’s), * are occasional, short (typi-
cally two to four pages) topical summaries of data about
children, housing, pensions, computer use, etc. SB’s of
particular interest to agriculture data users include SB-5-
90, Spotlight on Small Farms, and SB/91-7, How Con-
sumers Spend Their Money.

Housing surveys . The Census Bureau’s primary source
of housing statistics between the decennial censuses is
the American Housing Survey (AHS). The AHS involves
two data-collection operations—an annual survey covering
44 metropolitan areas (11 each year, on a rotating basis
over a 4-year period), and a biennial national survey. Data
are published for the United States, regions, metropolitan
areas, central cities, suburbs, urbanized areas, rural areas,
and places grouped by size. The statistical reports drawn
from these series include the following:

• H-111, Housing Vacancies and Home Ownership, *
+ , shows quarterly and annual vacancy rates and

characteristics of vacant units for the United States and
census regions.

• H-121, Current Housing Reports, * +, are special-
ized subject reports (e.g., H-121-93-1, ‘‘First Time Home-
owners in 1989: A Comparative Perspective’’) that nor-
mally report data for the United States and for regions.

• H-123, Special Reports, * +, periodically deals with
additional housing topics, using detailed multicolored
graphic analysis.

• H-150, American Housing Survey, * + , pro-
vides comprehensive statistics every other year for the
United States and regions on the same housing data
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items collected in the decennial censuses, plus neigh-
borhood, recent movers’, and numerous other charac-
teristics (e.g., income, household composition, housing
costs, equipment and fuels, size of unit and lot, mort-
gage characteristics, and heating- and cooling-degree
days). (The series H-170, American Housing Survey,
displays essentially the same type of information, but for
44 selected metropolitan areas, 11 per year, in a 4-year
cycle.)

• H-151, American Housing Survey Supplements, *
+, offers two reports every other year for the

United States and regions. The first contains supple-
ments on subjects such as second homes, journey to
work, neighborhood quality, mobility, and so on. The
second shows components of inventory change, new
construction, conversion, demolitions, and other types
of inventory change. (The series H-171, American Hous-
ing Survey Supplements, provides the same types of
information for 44 selected metropolitan areas, 11 per
year, in a 4-year cycle.)

STATISTICAL COMPENDIA

• Statistical Abstract of the United States [year] , * +
(some ). Standard annual summary of statistics on
social, political, and economic subjects for the United
States, with a few comparisons to other countries. The
Abstract uses data from a wide variety of sources and
includes a guide to sources, and information on the
source (i.e., agency, publication series, etc.) of specific
statistics.

• Historical Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times
to 1970, (a Statistical Abstract supplement) 2 volumes,

* (also available commercially (ISBN 0-527-91756-7)),
+ (sold only in sets). The two parts contain more than

12,500 statistical series on subjects ranging from popu-
lation and land area to production figures for crops and
manufactured products. (As of this writing, the Bureau’s
Data User Services Division is planning to publish an
updated edition in 1995 to extend the coverage through
1990.)

• County and City Data Book (CCDB), 1994, * +.
(Published every 5 years.) Presents social and economic
data from recent censuses and from other Government
agencies and private sources. Provides statistics for
every city with a population of 25,000 inhabitants or
more, as well as all counties and States, and a limited
selection of population and income data for all places of
2,500 persons or more. The CCDB serves as a conve-
nient compendium of small-area data from each of the
economic censuses and includes selected 1992 Census
of Agriculture data.

• State and Metropolitan Area Data Book , 1991 (a Statis-
tical Abstract supplement), * + (some ). A
variety of statistical information for States, census regions
and divisions, and metropolitan areas from censuses
and 60 other governmental and private agencies.
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Chapter 4.
Obtaining the Data

GENERAL INFORMATION

Reference Sources

The following sources provide information on the avail-
ability and cost of the Bureau’s various products:

• Publication order forms , (free), are small brochures
issued periodically to announce the publication of report
series or other products. They usually include a form to
order published reports, request subscription service, or
place a standing order with the Government Printing
Office (GPO) for the report series. The order form shows
prices and GPO stock numbers for currently available
reports when issued. Updated order forms will be
issued when all prices are known. Users may need to
consult other sources (such as the Monthly Product
Announcement or the Customer Services Branch, DUSD
(see the list of telephone information numbers below)).
These brochures are distributed at conventions and
other data user gatherings and are in display racks
at the Census Bureau regional and Commerce district
offices. Individual copies also are available +, or by
calling the Agriculture Division Information Office at
1-800-523-3215.

• Census and You , (subscription *, single copies or
free sample copy +), is a monthly newsletter on the
agency’s activities, products, and services that announces
reports, tapes, diskettes, and CD-ROM’s as they become
available. Occasional descriptive articles highlight impor-
tant features of publications, describe aspects of census
or survey methodology, or cite applications of the data.

• Factfinder for the Nation , + (single copies free), is a
series of pamphlets providing brief descriptions of Bureau
of the Census statistical programs for various areas (No.
3 covers ‘‘Agricultural Statistics’’) and other services.

• Census Catalog and Guide , *, is an annual volume
describing all Bureau publications and other products
(including cumulative information; the 1992 Catalog includes
information on publications from 1990 through the date
of publication) issued during a particular reference period
(ending January of the year of issue). The 1993 catalog
provides information on all the products issued from the
1987 Economic Censuses and the 1987 Census of
Agriculture; the 1994 catalog is the first with substantial
information on 1992 census publications.

• Monthly Product Announcement , + (free), lists pub-
lications, data files on computer tape, CD-ROM, micro-
fiche, and maps, with prices, ordering information, and
order forms.

Most of the Bureau’s published reports are sold by:

* New Orders
Superintendent of Documents
P.O. Box 371954
Pittsburg, PA 15250-7954

202-783-3238

Public-use computer tapes, diskettes, CD-ROM prod-
ucts, and some published items are obtainable from:

+ Customer Services
Bureau of the Census
Washington, DC 20233-8300
301-763-4100; fax 301-763-5198

Government Printing Office (GPO) and Bureau of the
Census order forms are included in the back of this
guide. More information on these materials, as well as
general information of Census Bureau products and
programs, can be obtained by writing or telephoning
Customer Services (see above).

The Census Bureau can provide special tabulations
for users with particular requirements not met by either
the published statistics or the public-use tapes. These
tabulations are furnished at cost on computer tape,
CD-ROM, diskette, or paper printouts. Requests for
information and/or quotations on costs for special tabu-
lations of agriculture census data should be addressed
to:

Chief, Agriculture Division
Bureau of the Census
Washington, DC 20233-6400

and for other censuses and surveys:

Director
Bureau of the Census
Washington, DC 20233-0100

The Census Bureau routinely distributes its publications
to selected Government offices, public agencies, and
certain libraries. Various agencies (such as the National
Technical Information Service (NTIS)) maintain reference
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collections of Census Bureau products, and, in some
cases, specific products can be purchased from these
agencies.

Current and Past Reports

Government and Census depository libraries (about
1,500 in all; a list is available on request +) are public
institutions in various parts of the country, including many
colleges and universities. Most collections are open to
public use and/or make materials available on interlibrary
loan. Some of the holdings in various collections are on
microfilm.

The Department of Commerce and the Bureau of the
Census have the most extensive collections in their respec-
tive agency libraries:

U.S. Department of Commerce
Reference Room 7043
Herbert C. Hoover Building
14th St., between Constitution Ave. & ‘‘E’’ St., N.W.
Washington, DC 20230

Bureau of the Census Library
Reference Room 2475, Federal Bldg. 3
Suitland & Silver Hill Roads
Suitland, MD (mail address: Washington DC 20233-
8322)
301-763-5042; fax 301-763-7322

Current Reports

Primary sources for information on current reports are
the State data centers (SDC’s) and their affiliates, and
business and industry data centers (BIDC’s) and their
affiliates in each State, the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands (a list of the SDC’s,
BIDC’s, and their affiliates, is available on request +); the
Department of Commerce’s district offices (in 59 cities—see
local telephone directories for addresses); and the Census
Bureau’s regional offices (see the list at the end of this
section for addresses and telephone numbers).

Public-Use Computer Tapes

The SDC’s and BIDC’s receive data tapes for their
States from the Census Bureau. The Bureau’s Data User
Services Division (DUSD) maintains a list of organizations
that offer tape printouts and other services to their customers—
the National Clearinghouse for Census Data Services—
which is available on request + .

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE

The Census Bureau also maintains the following resources
of information and assistance about its various data pro-
grams:

• Information services specialists at the Bureau’s
12 regional offices (see below for addresses and tele-
phone numbers) and at the agency’s headquarters in
Washington, DC (Customer Services, 301-763-4100)
can answer questions about publications and other
products, assist users in obtaining and using Census
Bureau data and in specific applications, and conduct
user training workshops, make presentations to groups
interested in Census Bureau programs and products,
and staff displays at conferences and meetings of
groups interested in census activities and data.

• Agriculture subject-matter specialists , located in the
Agriculture Division at Census Bureau headquarters,
also can be contacted concerning specific problems or
requests relating to the agriculture census (1-800-523-
3215 or 301-763-1113; fax 301-763-8315).

• Telephone Contacts for Data Users (free +) is a list of
specialists within the Census Bureau for over 175 differ-
ent technical subjects of interest to data users.

TELEPHONE CONTACTS

Agriculture Division

Chief, Agriculture Division
Telephone interviews, policy statements
Vacant
301-763-8555

Agriculture Statistics Program
Joseph A. Reilly
301-763-8557

Crop statistics
Donald R. Jahnke
301-763-8567

Farm economics (includes data on
agricultural chemicals, corporations, direct
sales, fertilizers, machinery, land use,
operator characteristics, and irrigation)
James A. Liefer
301-763-8514

Livestock statistics
Linda Hutton
301-763-8569

Outlying Areas and Special Surveys
Puerto Rico and outlying areas (including
Guam and the Virgin Islands)
Kent C. Hoover
301-763-8564

Special surveys and tabulations (includes farm and
ranch irrigation survey
John A. Blackledge
301-763-8559
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Data User Program
George A. Pierce
301-763-8556

Electronic data dissemination (computer
tapes, diskettes, CD-ROM, and online)
Douglas J. Miller
301-763-8561

Publication requests
Agriculture Information Office
301-763-1113 or
1-800-523-3215

Public affairs and data user meetings
Douglas J. Miller
301-763-8561

Farm population
Population Information Staff
301-763-5002

Census Regional Offices

Atlanta, GA 30303-2700
Suite 3200
101 Marietta St., N.W.
404-730-3833

Boston, MA 02117-9108
P.O. Box 9108
Suite 301
2 Copley Place
617-424-0510

Charlotte, NC 28217-2935
Suite 106
901 Center Park Dr.
704-344-6144

Chicago, IL 60604-2689
Suite 557
175 West Jackson Blvd.
312-353-0980

Dallas, TX 75235-5269
Suite 210
6303 Harry Hines Blvd.
214-767-7105

Denver, CO 80227-9020
P.O. Box 272020
6900 W. Jefferson Ave.
303-969-7750

Detroit, MI 48232-5405
1395 Brewery Park Blvd.
313-259-1875

Kansas City, KS 66101-2410
Suite 600
Gateway Tower II
400 State Ave.
913-236-3711

Los Angeles, CA 91406-4224
Suite 300
15350 Sherman Way
Van Nuys
818-904-6393

New York, NY 10278-0044
Room 37-130
Jacob J. Javits Federal Office Building
26 Federal Plaza
212-264-4730

Philadelphia, PA 19106-3395
1st Floor
105 South 7th St.
215-597-8313

Seattle, WA 98101-1098
Suite 500
101 Stewart St.
206-728-5314
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Appendix A.
1992 Census of Agriculture, Volume 1, Geographic Area
Series , List of Data Tables

State Tables

Highlights of the State’s Agriculture: 1992 and 1987
Table 1. Historical Highlights: 1992 and Earlier Census Years

Table 2. Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold and Direct Sales: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 3. Farm Production Expenses: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 4. Net Cash Return From Agricultural Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 5. Government Payments and Other Farm-Related Income: 1992 and 1987
Table 6. Commodity Credit Corporation Loans: 1992 and 1987
Table 7. Land Use and Acres Diverted: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 8. Land in Farms, Harvested Cropland, and Irrigated Land, by Size of Farm: 1992 and 1987
Table 9. Irrigation: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 10. Selected Characteristics of Irrigated and Nonirrigated Farms: 1992 and 1987
Table 11. Value of Land and Buildings: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 12. Value of Machinery and Equipment on Place: 1992 and 1987
Table 13. Selected Machinery and Equipment on Place: 1992 and 1987
Table 14. Petroleum Products Expenses: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 15. Agricultural Chemicals Used, Including Fertilizer: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 16. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization for All Farms and Farms Operated by

Black and Other Races: 1992, 1987, and 1982
Table 17. Selected Characteristics of Farms by Specified Racial Groups, Sex of Operators, and Persons of Spanish

Origin: 1992 and 1987
Table 18. Selected Characteristics of Farms by Standard Industrial Classification: 1992
Table 19. Selected Characteristics of Abnormal Farms: 1992 and 1987
Table 20. Poultry—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 21. Hens and Pullets—Number Sold: 1992 and 1987
Table 22. Poultry—Inventory and Sales by Farms with Chickens 3 Months Old or Older: 1992
Table 23. Turkeys—Number Sold: 1992
Table 24. Cattle and Calves—Inventory: 1992 and 1987
Table 25. Cattle and Calves—Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 26. Cattle and Calves Herd Size by Inventory and Sales: 1992
Table 27. Cow Herd Size by Inventory and Sales: 1992
Table 28. Beef Cow Herd Size by Inventory and Sales: 1992
Table 29. Milk Cow Herd Size by Inventory and Sales: 1992
Table 30. Cattle and Calves—Number Sold Per Farm by Sales: 1992
Table 31. Hogs and Pigs—Inventory: 1992 and 1987
Table 32. Hogs and Pigs—Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 33. Hogs and Pigs—Litters Farrowed: 1992 and 1987
Table 34. Hogs and Pigs Herd Size by Inventory and Sales: 1992
Table 35. Hogs and Pigs—Inventory and Sales by Number Sold Per Farm: 1992
Table 36. Hogs and Pigs—Inventory, Sales, and Litters by Total Litters Farrowed: 1992
Table 37. Sheep and Lambs—Inventory, Shorn, and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 38. Sheep and Lambs—Inventory, Shorn, and Sales by Size of Flock: 1992
Table 39. Ewes 1 Year Old or Older—Inventory, Shorn, and Sales by Size of Ewe Flock: 1992
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Table 40. Other Livestock and Livestock Products—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 41. Specified Crops Harvested—Yield Per Acre Irrigated and Nonirrigated: 1992
Table 42. Specified Crops by Acres Harvested: 1992 and 1987
Table 43. Specified Fruits and Nuts by Acres: 1992 and 1987
Table 44. Nursery and Greenhouse Crops, Mushrooms, and Sod Grown for Sale by Value of Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 45. Farms by Concentration of Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold: 1992
Table 46. Summary by Tenure of Operator: 1992
Table 47. Summary by Type of Organization: 1992
Table 48. Summary by Age and Principal Occupation of Operator: 1992
Table 49. Summary by Size of Farm: 1992
Table 50. Summary by Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold: 1992
Table 51. Summary by Standard Industrial Classification of Farm: 1992
Table 52. Summary by Combined Government Payments and Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold: 1992

County Tables

Table 1. County Summary Highlights: 1992
Table 2. Market Value of Agricultural Products Sold and Farms by Standard Industrial Classification: 1992 and 1987
Table 3. Farm Production Expenses: 1992 and 1987
Table 4. Net Cash Return From Agricultural Sales, Government Payments, Other Farm-Related Income, Direct Sales,

and Commodity Credit Corporation Loans: 1992 and 1987
Table 5. Hired Farm Labor—Workers and Payroll: 1992
Table 6. Farms, Land in Farms, Value of Land and Buildings, and Land Use: 1992 and 1987
Table 7. Harvested Cropland by Size of Farm and Acres Harvested: 1992 and 1987
Table 8. Irrigation: 1992 and 1987
Table 9. Machinery and Equipment on Place: 1992 and 1987
Table 10. Agricultural Chemicals Used, Including Fertilizer: 1992 and 1987
Table 11. Tenure and Characteristics of Operator and Type of Organization: 1992 and 1987
Table 12. Farms With Sales of $10,000 or More: 1992 and 1987
Table 13. Selected Crops: 1992 and 1987
Table 14. Cattle and Calves—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 15. Hogs and Pigs—Inventory, Litters, and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 16. Poultry—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 17. Sheep and Lambs—Inventory, Shorn, Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 18. Horses and Ponies—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 19. Milk Goats—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 20. Angora Goats—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 21. Mink and Their Pelts—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 22. Colonies of Bees and Honey—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 23. Fish Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 24. Miscellaneous Poultry—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 25. Miscellaneous Livestock and Animal Specialties—Inventory and Sales: 1992 and 1987
Table 26. Grains—Corn, Sorghum, Wheat, and Other Small Grains: 1992 and 1987
Table 27. Cotton, Tobacco, Soybeans, Dry Beans and Peas, Potatoes, Sugar Crops, and Peanuts: 1992 and 1987
Table 28. Field Seeds, Grass Seeds, Hay, Forage, and Silage: 1992 and 1987
Table 29. Vegetables, Sweet Corn, and Melons Harvested for Sale: 1992 and 1987
Table 30. Land in Orchards: 1992 and 1987
Table 31. Fruits and Nuts: 1992 and 1987
Table 32. Berries Harvested for Sale: 1992 and 1987
Table 33. Nursery and Greenhouse Crops, Mushrooms, and Sod Grown for Sale: 1992 and 1987
Table 34. Other Crops: 1992 and 1987
Table 35. Farms Operated by Black and Other Races by Value of Sales and Occupation: 1992 and 1987
Table 36. Farms Operated by Black and Other Races by Tenure: 1992 and 1987
Table 37. Operators by Selected Racial Groups: 1992 and 1987
Table 38. Operators by Spanish Origin: 1992 and 1987
Table 39. Farms with Grazing Permits: 1992 and 1987
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Appendix B.
Facsimile of Representative 1992 Census of Agriculture Data
Report Form

The report form is shown on the following pages.
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